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18-110 ORLEANS K EAS.199 
NR HD 2001 
Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 75 Fort Hill Road 
Historic Name: Sylvanus D. & Harriet A. Knowles House 
Uses: Present: Bed & breakfast inn 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1864 
Source: deeds, censuses, vital records, NR Nom. Form 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Rental cottages (2), ca. 2000 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Bay window and dormer added to front, early 20" c. 
Porch & wing added east side, Ite 20" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 2.098 


Setting: The house is situated in the midst of the Fort Hill 
section of the Cape Cod National Seashore. The landscape 
is characterized by meadows, scrub brush and swamp 
crossed by trails and Fort Hill Road leading out to an ocean 
overlook. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sylvanus D. & Harriet Knowles House, built in 1864, is story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a cross-wing plan 
and Greek Revival-style decoration. The main block of the building has a three-bay front-gable facade framed by wide corner 
pilasters and a bold cornice along the raking roof edge: tall friezes along the eaves on the side wall wrap in short returns on the 
front corners. An entrance is positioned on the east side of the fagade embellished with a trabeated architrave with a cornice. 
Two windows are offset to the west of the doorway and three more are spread across the upper story within the gable. Windows 
carry a simple cornice. The west facade of the main block has two windows evenly spaced, with a small one-story ell projecting 
to the rear. A story-and-a-half cross-gable ell is engaged to the east side of main block. It has three bays facing Fort Hill Road 
with a center entrance framed by pilasters and topped by a lintel flanked by a bay window on the west side, a later addition, and 
a single window on the east. A dormer with two windows was raised in the roof during an alteration, and a skylight was added 
still later. The wing retains its brick chimney, servicing a kitchen within, while the main section has lost its center chimney. 

The first-floor plan of the main block includes a small front entry and north and south parlors to the west. Steep stairs lead from 
the entry to the second floor. The second floor of the main block includes a hall and two bedrooms. The first-floor plan of the 
wing includes two main rooms, divided by a central chimney. Partitions for several smaller rooms to the rear of the ell, and a 
small staircase to the second floor, were removed in the 20th century. The second story of the wing retains its two-room 
configuration, divided by the chimney. Early interior elements that survive include formal wainscoting, cornices and door and 
window surrounds in the west parlors, and simpler moldings and cornices in the front entry, east parlor and second floor 
bedrooms. Wide wooden floorboards and four-panel doors also survive in many rooms. ' 


The house was substantially enlarged in 1988-1989 with the construction of a wing at its northeast corner. Two rental cottages 
have been built northwest of the house. The front of the house is planted with a variety of neatly trimmed evergreen plants, both 
along the foundation and around the lawn. The road frontage is edged by a split-rail fence and an evergreen buffer. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

According to the 2001 National Register Nomination Form for the Fort Hill Historic District, the first white settler there was 
Samuel Treat (1648-1717), who received the call from church in Eastham to serve as its minister sometime between 1672 and 
1675. Treat’s tenure as minister lasted nearly 45 years, and he is probably best known for his work with Native American 
Indians, who were still numerous in his sprawling parish. He learned their language, traveled great distances to preach the 
gospel to them, and trained assistants from their people. The location of Treat’s ca. 1673 house on Fort Hill is uncertain, but 
physical remains of it were still visible in the 19th century, and the location was described as southeast of the Seth Knowles 
house (150 Fort Hill Rd., EAS.200). 


Though a deed has not been found, evidence shows that the Treat property on Fort Hill was purchased by Willard Knowles in 
1742. His will and inventory of his estate after his death in 1786 establish that Willard Knowles owned most or all of what is now 
known as Fort Hill. Coastal maps dated 1780 show only one house on Fort Hill, which presumably was the Treat house, then the 
residence of Willard Knowles. Knowles was among the most affluent residents of Eastham. Following his death in 1786, his land 
on Fort Hill was divided between his youngest sons Seth and William. Seth Knowles (1753-1821) was granted the homestead 
buildings of Willard Knowles, listed as dwelling house, barn, corn house, and “out Houses” located on the southern side of the 
hill. The northern side was granted to William Knowles (1755-1830). He already had a house just west of his father’s. The farms 
remained in the families of the two brothers for the next two generations. The southern farm descended to Seth Knowles 
grandson and namesake, while the north farm became the property of William Knowles’s grandson Sylvanus D. Knowles. 


Sylvanus Doane Knowles (1828-1911) was the son of William Freeman Knowles (1801-64) and Betsey Doane. William F. 
Knowles was the youngest son of William Knowles (1755-1830) and Rebecca Freeman Knowles (1757-1828), By 1840 his 
household had grown to nine persons, and in 1850 the census credits him with $1633 in real property. Knowles was a farmer, 
and he and his wife had seven children—Sylvanus D., Rebecca F., Jeremiah, Betsey A., Mary P., Paulina, and Adaline— 
between 1828 and 1845. In 1850 both Sylvanus and Jeremiah, then fifteen, were mariners, and a seaman’s certificate from the 


1 Interior description cited from the National Register Nomination Form for the Fort Hill Historic District. 
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port of Philadelphia exists for Sylvanus in 1857. The 1858 Eastham map attaches the name “W. F. Knowles” to a previous house 
on this site. In 1860 William F. Knowles had forty acres, a farm worth two thousand dollars, and, for Eastham, a sizeable herd of 
nine cows. He died in 1864, and in 1865 his widow was living in his house with her adult children Jeremiah and Adelina, married 
daughter Paulina K. Higgins, Paulina’s husband Eldad, and her late husband’s widowed sister Lucia Knowles Sparrow. Next 
door was his son Sylvanus, for whom the house at 75 Fort Hill Road was built the year before. 


Sylvanus D. Knowles’s wife Emerline Nickerson died the year the new house was completed. In 1867 he married Harriet A. 
Freeman; the 1870 census enumerated Sylvanus with $1700 in real property and a household with Harriet, and daughters 
Emma and Cora. In 1878 the widow Betsey Knowles and her children and other heirs sold the twenty-acre farm of William F. 
Knowles to Sylvanus for $1400, and a few days later Sylvanus deeded one acre and the home of his late father to his siblings 
and other heirs. The 1880 Eastham map seems to attach Sylvanus’s name to the two adjacent houses with his mother and her 
sister-in-law Lucia Knowles Sparrow living in one house and Sylvanus and his family in the other. He had thirty-five acres in that 
year, twenty of them tilled, and had a minor specialty in cattle: he owned eight cows that dropped eight calves in 1879, sold four 
cattle, and slaughtered six in that year. He sold one thousand gallons of milk and made 100 pounds of butter, and his sixty 
chickens laid five hundred dozen eggs. 


In 1900 Sylvanus Knowles was living at 75 Fort Hill Road with his wife, son William F., and daughters Mercy L. and Cora. In 
1902 the town taxed Sylvanus on a house worth $700, a barn at $250, fifteen hen houses at $180, a wood house at $30, [his 
father’s] “old homestead & buildings” at $250, a mill at $50, and a little less than 50 acres; his son was taxed on swampland and 
307 chickens. The 1905 Eastham map attaches Sylvanus’s name to this house, but only one house was now depicted 
suggesting that the old homestead had been razed. In 1904 son William Freeman Knowles married Harriet Bosworth Clark in 
Rockland, Maine, and in 1910 they were living with Sylvanus and Harriet with their son Alvah, born in 1907. Sylvanus D. 
Knowles died in 1911, and his will left to his son William “the whole farm that is the land dwelling house barn all the out buildings 
the livestock and tools”; his wife received his personal property, composed of savings, government bonds, and railroad stock. 


William F. Knowles is listed as a dairy and poultry farmer on Fort Hill in the 1920 census, and his household included his wife, 
son Alvah, daughter Emma, and his mother-in-law. He died in 1924, and the 1929 directory shows his widow Harriet on Fort Hill 
Road. She was living with her daughter Emma and an aunt in Eastham in 1930, but by 1934 daughter Emma had moved to 
Boston, and by 1936 Harriet was living there with her. She continued to own 75 Fort Hill Road until 1943, when she sold it to 
Arthur N. Gorham of Wellesley, who in turn sold it four days later to Dorothy Lucille Kattwinkel of West Newton.? 


Both Dorothy Kattwinkel’s father and husband were distinguished medical men in the Boston metropolitan area. Her father, John 
Euclid Fish, was born in Royalton, Vermont, received his medical degree from Dartmouth in 1896, and in 1898 joined the 
medical staff of the Hospital for the Insane in Taunton. About 1900 he became a medical visitor for the Massachusetts State 
Board of Insanity, and in 1904 he became the first superintendent of the Massachusetts Hospital School for Crippled and 
Deformed Children in Canton. The hospital school was the first and only such institution in Massachusetts to provide education 
for children with physical disabilities so severe, many of them the result of infantile paralysis, that they could not be educated in 
public schools. The hospital school offered instruction from nursery through high school as well as some vocational training. Fish 
remained its superintendent until 1946. Kattwinkel’s husband, Egon Emil Kattwinkel (1901-64) was the chief of medicine and 
later director of cardiology at Newton Wellesley Hospital.4 The Kattwinkel’s son Norman, born in 1937, recalled the Eastham 


? Betsey A. Knowles, Josiah M. and Mary P. Knowles, Eldad and Paulina Higgins, Herbert L. Knowles, all Eastham; William W. Knowles, 
Brewster; William H. and Adeline Brackett, Somerville; and Jeremiah Knowles, Chicago, to Sylvanus D. Knowles, 21 January 1878, BCD 
135:390; . Betsey was the widow of William F. Knowles. Daughters Rebecca F. (born 1833) and later Mary P (born 1840) were the second and 
third wives of Josiah M. Knowles (1825-85), the son of William F. Knowles’s older brother Freeman Knowles (1779-1843) and his wife Martha 
Mayo (1790-1851). Herbert L. Knowles was the son of Josiah M. and Rebecca F. Knowles. Paulina Knowles married Eldad Higgins in 1864; 
Adeline Knowles married Eastham native and Somerville fish dealer William H. Brackett in 1868. In 1880 Sylvanus’s sister Betsey, who 
married Edward Penniman of Eastham in 1859, deeded their share in William F. Knowles farm to Sylvanus; see Edward and Betsey A. 
Penniman to Sylvanus D. Knowles, 21 April 1880, 429:274. Sylvanus’s deed of his father’s homestead is Sylvanus D. Knowles to Jeremiah 
Knowles, Chicago; William W. Knowles, Brewster; Mary P. Knowles, Pauline Higgins, Betsey A. Penniman, Herbert L. Knowles, Susan M. 
Knowles, and Edward E. Knowles, all Eastham, and Adeline Brackett, Somerville, 26 February 1878, BCD 133:184. 
3 Harriet B. Knowles to Arthur N. Gorham, 31 August 1943, BCD 605:355; Arthur N. Gorham, Wellesley, to Dorothy Lucille Kattwinkel, West 
Newton, 4 September 1943, 605:521. 
4 On Fish and the hospital school see William Richard Cutter, comp., New England Families Genealogical and Memorial (New York: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Co., 1914), 1:545; obituary for Dorothy L. Fish Kattwinkel in the Charlottesville, VA, Observer, 10 June 1998, 22; and 
Continuation sheet 2 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 75 Fort Hill Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
EAS.199 


property to have been built in “the early 1800s” and noted that the barn on the property was not standing when his parents 
acquired the parcel. 


Egon Kattwinkel died in 1964, and his widow Dorothy owned 75 Fort Hill Road until 1988, when she sold it to Gordon C. and 
Jean M. Avery of Wareham.° The Averys were the owners of record in 2020. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from south. 


View from east. 
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View from east. 


View of cottages from south. 
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